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The appeallant has been convicted under section 293 1.P.C.
in respect of two books called 'Hindu Dharma Rahashya O
Deb-Lila' and 'Bidhaba Ganjana O Bishad Bhander', and has
been Sentenced to pay a fine of Rupees two hundred only.

I have been invited by the learned pleader for the appeallant
to consider whether the books are obcene or not. I must
express my surprise at this invitation. One has only to read
the books to see at once what faulty obcene libels they are—
especially the book called ‘Bidbaba Ganjana'. It has been
argued the book Hindu Dharma Rahashya is a book of reli-
gious controversy, and that only incidents mentioned in the
Hindu scripture have been quoted. As regards the books
being one for the procecution of a religious controversy, the
preface alone shows that it is nothing of the kind, and the
author's intention was more to retaliate against the Hindus
for supposed insults to Mahamadans by Hindu authors.
However, that may, any book which conducts a religious
controversy by compiling a series of obsene passages from
the scriptures of the another religion is clearly an obsene
publication. As regard the other book Bidhaba Ganjana
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most of the grossest obsenities it contains have little or no
bearing on the question of the stensible subject,— the desir-
ability of the re-marriege of widows. The whole matter has
been very foolly dealt with in the able Judgement of the
court below, and I need not add to what it contains that the
accused had them in his possession for the purpose of sale
is an admitted fact.

It has however, been argued the sentence is too severe, as
the accused is a mere youth and was only selling books
which have been unwritten and left by his father. I find how-
ever that only one of the two books was written by his father
and that the accused himself has published both. (See the
title pages of the books.)

In these circumstances, I am inclined to think that the
accussed has been rather leniantly dealt with than otherwise.
The appeal is dismised.

Jessore Sd/L. Palit
20.7.09. Session Judge
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